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Information for Scholarship Applicants 

1. General Information 
The Australian Government aims to consolidate and build on workforce programs to ensure they 

better align with, and are able to respond to the needs of health professionals to train and practice, 

particularly in clinical areas and locations of particular need. 

 
The objectives of the consolidated NAHSSS are to: 

 Increase the health workforce by facilitating the entry of jobseekers and youths interested in 

pursuing a career in nursing and allied health professionals. 

 Facilitate the continued professional development of nurses and allied health professionals. 

Encourage the pursuit of a health career in both geographic areas and professions where there are 

shortages. 
 

2. Accredited/Approved Courses 
The courses that are accredited/approved by the professional body or the courses that are 

approved/accredited by the specific course accrediting organisation are the only eligible courses 

under this scholarship stream. The scholarships recipients are being able to practice in their chosen 

allied health or oral health profession as a fully qualified, registered (where applicable) practitioner, 

and are being able to obtain full membership of the relevant professional association upon graduation. 

The practitioner other than graduates of Optometry, Oral Health, and Medical Radiation Science 

degrees are also be eligible to be registered under the Medicare Allied Health and Dental Care 

Initiative as required.  

 

The list of eligible courses are available on our website.  If you are changing your course of study and 

the course is not listed in the list of eligible courses, you will need to provide your new course details 

to the scholarship administrator to seek the eligibility of the changed course. 

3. Eligibility Criteria for Existing Scholars  
The scholar agreement sets out the terms under which the scholarship is offered, and the ongoing 

requirements for scholars to maintain their eligibility for the duration of their scholarship funding. The 

terms and conditions of the scholar agreement signed by the scholarship recipients are considered as 

current until scholar’s scholarship entitlement is completed.    

The required documentation must be submitted to SARRAH by the due dates advised. If the scholar 

cannot submit the documents due to extenuating circumstances they must advise SARRAH 

immediately and request an extension and have it approved. The following are the documentation 

that needs to be submitted by the scholarship recipients to grant the continued scholarship payments. 

Semester 1 and Semester 2 

1. Proof of evidence for continued enrolment for each semester  

 

End of Year 
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1. Completing Scholar survey 

2. Scholar report (completing scholars only). 

It is the responsibility of all scholarship recipients to ensure that contact details provided (email and 

mobile phone) are correct, and that it is possible for SARRAH to actually contact you via these as 

required. In particular please ensure that the email address you submit to SARRAH is your email 

address and is one that you use on a regular basis to ensure that all correspondence sent from SARRAH 

is received. 

If any of your details change you will need to advise SARRAH via e-mail and then SARRAH will confirm 

in writing of the changes been made. 

SARRAH will make every reasonable attempt to contact you, but SARRAH will not take any 

responsibility for incorrect details, unanswered emails, phones calls, or scholars being on holidays or 

overseas. 

If SARRAH is continually unable to contact individuals through the details provided, the scholarship 

may be suspended and possibly withdrawn. If there is a need to contact you this will be done during 

standard business hours Monday to Friday. 

4. Changes to Course of Study or Funded Activity 
Scholarship recipients must have written approval from SARRAH before making any changes to their 

course, or the approved funding activity which differs in any way from that identified in their original 

approved funding letter. Even minor changes may affect your continued eligibility for the scholarship. 

Changes to funded activity may include but are not limited to: 

 Deferring or taking leave of absence. 

 Changing university. 

 Changing to a different course (must continue to be enrolled in an accredited/approved 

course, and enrolment maintained from one course to the next). 

 Changing courses at the same university to one that is not approved/accredited by the 

relevant accrediting organisation. 

 Changing from full-time to part-time or vice versa. 

 Overseas placement or extended holiday. 

In considering its response; SARRAH will consider the following: 

 Identified geographical and priority areas. 

 Whether the scholar will be enrolled in an accredited/approved course of study supported by 

the NAHSSS. 

 Whether the scholar has yet received any NAHSSS payments. 

 Confirmation that the university has agreed to the change of course, and confirmation of any 

credits for recognition of prior learning that have been agreed by the university. 

 Whether the student will be studying a course in the same health profession (e.g. occupational 

therapy). 

 Any other matters that SARRAH considers relevant. 
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Failure to advise SARRAH of these changes will result in the scholarship being suspended and possibly 

revoked. If the changes affect your eligibility you will be required to repay scholarship funds received 

after eligibility ceased. 

If the change to study request is approved by SARRAH the scholar will continue to receive the 

scholarship for the length of the original course, or until the new course is completed, whichever 

comes first. 

5. Deferral/or Leave of Absence 
A scholar may request a deferral/or leave of absence of their scholarship in writing from their second 

year of receiving the scholarship, SARRAH may grant this request subject to: 

 A maximum of 12 months only (or two full academic semesters) being permitted during the 

course of study. 

 Being for whole periods of one or two semesters only (i.e. not for part semesters, weeks, or 

months). 

 The request must be supported by written documentation from the university confirming they 

have approved the deferral and must show the date from which the deferral will commence 

and finish. 

 Failure to seek approval of your deferral will result in your scholarship eligibility being re 

assessed and possibly revoked, and may also require the repayment of scholarship funds 

received after eligibility ceased. 

6. Scholarship Withdrawal 
Scholarship holders who choose to withdraw for any reason from their course will be required to 

inform SARRAH immediately in writing and provide documentation from the university confirming the 

date the withdrawal took effect. 

Failure to advise SARRAH of your withdrawal from your course will require the repayment of any 

scholarship funds received after the date you officially withdrew. 

7. Overseas Placement or Exchange 
Student exchange, overseas study, or overseas placement (even if you are still enrolled full time at 

your university) is not covered by the scholarship. 

If you are going overseas you will need to advise SARRAH of the details, including duration of the travel 

along with supporting documentation. Your scholarship payments for the duration of the overseas 

travel will be cancelled. You will need to advise SARRAH once you have returned and start your study 

program to be able to reinstate your scholarship and payments. If the placement or exchange is during 

semester breaks there will be no cancellation of your scholarship payments. 

Failure to advise SARRAH of overseas placements or exchange will result in the scholarship being re 

assessed, and will require the repayment of scholarship funds received during the period of the 

overseas placement/study or exchange. 
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8. Scholarship Payments 
Payments to scholars will be processed through electronic transfer to the applicant’s bank, credit 

union, or building society account only. Payments are scheduled on the 13th and 27th of the month 

from February to November. February payments will only be processed if semester 1 documentation 

has been received. 

If the scheduled payment date falls on a weekend or public holiday, payments will be processed on 

the next available business day. 

July payments will be on hold until the confirmation of enrolment for semester 2 has been received 

and approved. Once submitted payments will be released on the next scheduled payment date and 

will include any payments that were on hold. 

9. Full Time and Part Time Study 
If a scholar is considering changing their enrolment status from full time to part time study or reverse, 

they must seek written approval from SARRAH before making any changes. Once approval has been 

received the scholar will need to provide documentation from the university confirming the change, 

and provide a new enrolment confirmation showing the new study load status. 

There will be no extension to the original allocation of funding outlined in the approved funding 

agreement. Scholarship payments will reflect a scholarship recipient’s study load, with full time 

scholars receiving $500 a fortnight and part time scholars receiving $250 per fortnight. 

Failure to advise SARRAH of these changes will result in the scholarship being suspended and 

reassessed, and may require the repayment of scholarship funds received after eligibility ceased. 

10. Duration of Scholarship 
Subject to the conditions below and the scholar’s compliance with the terms outlined in this 

document, a scholarship will generally be continued until the scholarship entitlement has been paid.  

In order to remain eligible for the scholarship, the scholarship recipient must: 

 Continue to be an Australian citizen or Australian permanent resident. 

 Be enrolled full time/part time in an eligible allied health course that results in an Australian 

nationally recognised and/or accredited qualification. 

 Provide SARRAH with all required documentation by the due dates advised. 

 Contribute to evaluation surveys conducted by SARRAH or another party on behalf of the 

Australian Department of Health, as required (all data collected for these surveys use de-

identified data only). 

Study at honours level may be covered if the honours component is within the standard length of the 

undergraduate degree (i.e. embedded into the course and not requiring additional time to complete).  

11. Repayment of Funds 
 

If the scholarship recipient ceases to fulfil the terms of their scholarship and fails to inform SARRAH 

within 7 working days of these changes, they will be required to repay funds received from the time 

they ceased to be eligible. Ceasing to fulfil the terms of the scholarship may include but are not limited 

to: 
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 Withdrawal from study or funded activity. 

 Change in course of study or funded activity. 

 Ceasing to be an Australian citizen 

 Acceptance of another scholarship or bursary funded by the Department of Health. 

 Overseas study/placement or extended holiday. 

12. Commonwealth Supported Places 
Scholarship payments will not be affected by the recipient receiving a Commonwealth Supported 

Place. 

13. Effect of other Scholarships and Bursaries 
Applicants who are in receipt of another scholarship or bursary funded by the Australian Department 

of Health are not eligible for this scholarship.   

14. Payment Reconciliation 
Scholars will not be required to provide documentary evidence of how they utilise their scholarship 

funds. They will however, be required to provide evidence of continued enrolment by the due date 

advised. 

15. Scholarship Payments and Tax/Centrelink Benefits 
Scholarship recipients (and applicants) are encouraged to seek advice from the Australian Taxation 

Office and Centrelink about any impact the awarding of this scholarship may have on their financial 

situation. Depending on the scholarship and your mode of study, scholarship payments may be 

taxable. Information is available from the Australian Taxation Office and from Centrelink at 

www.centrelink.gov.au 

16. Rural Health Clubs 
All scholars are encouraged to join their universities rural health club. If you require information about 

your universities rural health club please contact SARRAH via email for further information 

undergrad@sarrah.org.au 

17. Alumnus Program 
The Alumnus program will collect and collate information about long-term career choices, and 

professional practice. As part of the scholar agreement successful applicants agree to: 

 being approached to participate in promotional activities (including those by the Australian 

Government) for the NAHSSS. 

 the collection and use of demographic and other de-identified data from their application 

form. 

 being approached periodically to complete questionnaires or participate in interviews during 

and after completion of your course and scholarship. 

Over time, this information will be used in research to establish the extent to which former scholars 

subsequently take up practice in rural and remote areas, and enable the short and long term 

evaluation of the Nursing and Allied Health Scholarship and Support Scheme (NAHSSS). 

 

http://calculators.ato.gov.au/scripts/axos/axos.asp?CONTEXT=&KBS=iScholarship.XR4&go=ok
http://www.centrelink.gov.au/
mailto:undergrad@sarrah.org.au
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If you have further enquiries, please contact: 

Phone:  (02) 6285 4960 or 1800 338061 
Fax:  (02) 6162 4094 
E-mail: undergrad@sarrah.org.au  
 

 

 

mailto:undergrad@sarrah.org.au

