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Information for Scholarship Recipients 

1. General Information  
 

The Australian Government aims to consolidate and build on workforce programs to ensure they 

better align with, and are able to respond to the needs of health professionals to train and practice, 

particularly in clinical areas and locations of particular need.   

The objectives of the consolidated Nursing and Allied Health Scholarship and Support Scheme 

(NAHSSS) are to: 

 Increase the health workforce by facilitating the entry of jobseekers and youths interested in 

pursuing a career in nursing and allied health professionals. 

 Facilitate the continued professional development of nurses and allied health professionals. 

 Encourage the pursuit of a health career in both geographic areas and professions where 

there are shortages. 

2. Scholarship Eligibility for Existing Scholars 
 

Subject to the conditions below and the scholar’s compliance with the terms of the scholarship, a 

scholarship will generally be continued for the standard duration of the scholar’s course of study or 

the approved activity, and not extended beyond that time. 

In order to remain eligible for the scholarship, the scholarship recipient must: 

 Continue to be an Australian citizen or Australian permanent resident. 

 Be enrolled in an eligible course that results in an Australian nationally recognised and 

accredited qualification. 

 Contribute to evaluation surveys conducted by the scholarship administrator, as required. 

 Provide proof of continuing enrolment each semester. 

3. Value of the Scholarship 

Scholarship funds are a contribution towards the cost of accessing postgraduate qualifications. 

Maximum Scholarship Entitlement for Each Postgraduate Activity 

Qualification Full Time Equivalent (FTE) 
Duration   

Amount 

Graduate Certificate 6 Months (1 semester) $7,500 

Graduate Diploma 12 Months (2 semesters) $15,000 

Masters 12 Months (2 semesters) $15,000 

Masters 18 Months (3 semesters) $22,500 

Masters 24 Months (4 semesters) $30,000 

PhD 24 Months ( 4 Semesters) $30,000 
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Funding is for a maximum of two years for full-time study or four years for part-time study. The 

maximum scholarship entitlement is $30,000.  Where the applicant has already started the course, 

the funding will be at a pro-rata rate for the uncompleted study component. There will be no extension 

of funding beyond two years at the full-time rate.  The scholarship is not retrospective.   

4. Change in Course of Study  

Written approval from the Administrator is required to change the proposed activity in any way.  
 

In considering its response, the Administrator will have regard to:  

 Identified geographical and priority areas. 

 The relevance of the new course to the applicant’s original application. 

 Any other matters the Administrator considers relevant.   

 

Under the acceptance of offer, the scholar accepts the scholarship for a specific course of study.  When 

a scholar chooses to exit a degree at a lower level, their scholarship funding will be adjusted to reflect 

the new course.  For example if a scholar is awarded $30,000 to undertake a Masters (2-year FTE) and 

they opt out of the degree after qualifying for the award Graduate Diploma (1-year FTE),  then the 

scholar forfeits the remaining $15,000.   

In some cases, an applicant may want to undertake a graduate diploma or masters but under the 

university rules, they must enroll in a graduate certificate first.  In these cases, the applicant should 

apply for the higher degree in the first instance.  Once a scholarship is awarded, it cannot be increased. 

If the scholar wants to transfer to a different course from that which funding was approved they must 

seek permission in writing from the Scholarship Administrator, the change of course must be done 

before the first scholarship payment is made.   

A scholarship must be surrendered if an applicant discontinues a course of study or enrolls in a 

different course or activity without prior approval to continue their scholarship. The applicant may 

reapply for a NAHSSS scholarship in the next academic year.  

5. Scholarship Payments 

 
The Scholarship is worth $15,000 per year for full-time study and $7,500 for part-time study for 2017 

academic year.  Scholarship payments will be on a full-time or part-time basis.  Part-time payments 

are calculated as half of the full-time payments. Scholarship payments are made once per semester 

upon receipt of the scholar’s confirmation of continuing enrolment.  

 
If you are a continuing scholar from pre-2017, you will receive scholarship payments until you 

complete your scholarship entitlement. 

 

The documents can be faxed, scanned or posted. A confirmation of enrolment downloaded from the 

Scholar’s personal University account is acceptable.  Scholarship funding will only be paid into the 

personal bank account of the scholar and not to any business, institution, trust account or 

organisation with the exception if the account is held jointly with a spouse.  
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The maximum scholarship payment that scholarship administrator can grant per semester is $3,750 

for part time study and $7,500 for full time study. 

6. Use and Payment of Scholarship Monies  
The scholarship is a contribution towards the cost of undertaking professional development by allied 

health professionals. The use of scholarship funds is at the discretion of the scholar. Scholars do not 

need to provide expenditure receipts to the scholarship administrator to receive payments. The 

scholarship funds can cover expenses such as course fees, registration, travel accommodation 

internet connection and text books. This list is a guide to use the scholarship funds and not a 

prescriptive. 

 The Scholarship is to support the study program which the scholarship was awarded.  

 Expenditure of scholarship monies shall be in accordance with the application and 

guidelines for the Scheme as well as the terms and conditions of the scholarship. 

Approval must be sought in writing from the Scholarship Administrator for any variation 

of the use of scholarship monies.  

 Scholarship payments will be made once per semester for the duration of the funded 

period. 

7. Acquittal of Scholarship Monies 

Scholars will not be required to provide documentary evidence of how they utilised scholarship 

funds.  They will, however, be required to provide evidence of continued enrolment/academic 

progression/progress in the funded activity, as relevant, to ensure ongoing payment of the 

scholarship. The Scholar shall submit evidence of continuing enrolment in the approved activity by 

the beginning of each semester.  Progress payments will not be made until this evidence is provided. 

8. Deferment 

Deferrals may be granted to assist students in balancing their study, family and work needs. A 

scholarship holder may request a deferral of their scholarship.  The Administrator may grant this 

request subject to: 

 A maximum of 12 months (or two academic semesters) deferral being permitted during the 

course of study. 

 Deferrals being for whole periods of only one or two semesters (i.e. not for part of the 

semester, weeks or months). 

 The deferral being supported by documentation from the university confirming that study has 

been deferred. 

 The request for deferment has to be made in writing. The scholarship administrator will also 

accept/defer the request in writing. 

9. Repayment of funds 

If a scholar ceases to fulfil the terms of their scholarship and fails to inform the Administrator, they 

may be required to repay funds received from the time they ceased to be eligible.   

 Withdrawal from study or funded activity at any time including after enrolment but before 

commencement of study or funded activity.  
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 Change in course of study or funded activity. 

 Ceasing to be an Australian citizen.  

 Acceptance of another scholarship or bursary funded by the Department of Health. 

 Acceptance of another scholarship or bursary that is valued at more than $7,000 per annum.   

10. Effect of Other Scholarships and Bursaries  

Those in receipt of another scholarship or bursary funded by the Department of Health are ineligible 

for this scholarship.  If the scholar is receiving another award or scholarship for the funded activity 

that provides a benefit greater than $7,000, the NAHSSS Postgraduate Scholarship offer must be 

relinquished. 
 

11. Withdrawal or failure in study  

The scholarship forfeits from the date the scholar withdraws from the funded program of study.  

 The scholar is required to repay any part payment if withdrawal occurs before they commence their 

studies. For instance, if your received your first scholarship payment at or before beginning your 

studies and then you withdraw you will be required to refund the scholarship payment made to you. 

If you withdraw part way during a semester, you will be required to repay any funds paid in advance. 

Scholars should contact the Scholarship Administrator to discuss if they will need to repay funds 

immediately once they have decide to withdraw from their course of study. 

If a scholar fails a complete semester, the scholarship will be withheld until the failed semester is 

repeated.  The scholarship will not be extended to account for any failed units of study throughout 

the degree.  

12. Termination of Scholarship 

The Scholarship Administrator may terminate a scholarship where:  

 Evidence of continuing enrolment in the approved activity is not received by the university 

census date, or no request for deferment has been made to the Scholarship Administrator. 

 Satisfactory progress in the approved activity is not made. 

 The scholar withdraws from the funded activity. 

 The scholar transfers to a different course of study. 

 The scholar ceases to be an Australian citizen or Permanent Resident status.  

 If the scholar breaches any rules or guidelines in these terms and conditions, 

 The scholar accepts another scholarship funded by the Commonwealth Department of 

Health or accepted any other scholarship or bursary valued at more than $7,000 per annum. 

 The scholar fails to contact the Scholarship Administrator regarding any changes that affect 

the scholarship within fourteen (14) days. 

13. Scholarship payments and Tax/Centrelink benefits 

Scholarship applicants and recipients are encouraged to seek advice from the Australian Taxation 

Office and/or Centrelink about any impact the awarding of a scholarship may have on their financial 

situation. Depending on the scholarship and the mode of study, scholarship payments may be 

taxable. Information is available from the Australian Taxation Office at and from Centrelink at 

www.centrelink.gov.au.  

http://calculators.ato.gov.au/scripts/axos/axos.asp?CONTEXT=&KBS=iScholarship.XR4&go=ok
http://www.centrelink.gov.au/
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14. Copyright and Publication 
Unless agreed otherwise: 

All publications resulting from the approved scholarship shall acknowledge that the work has been 

supported by an award from the NAHSSS funded by the Commonwealth Department of Health. 

Publications shall also include a statement to the effect that the views expressed in that publication 

do not necessarily represent those of the NAHSSS, its Administrator, Services for Australian Rural 

and Remote Allied Health (SARRAH) and/or the Government Department of Health. One (1) copy of 

each journal article and one (1) copy of any report or book specifically related to work supported by 

the scholarship, or any media release, shall be provided to the Scheme Administrator by the scholar. 

15. Commonwealth Supported Places 

Receiving a Commonwealth Supported place will not affect scholarship payments. 

16. Completing Scholar Survey 

All Scholars are required to participate in a compulsory survey upon completion of the scholarship 

payments. The responses to the survey  provides short and long term data on programs that have a 

positive impact on the recruitment and retention of Allied Health Professionals, particularly in rural 

and remote locations.  

 

If you have further enquiries, please contact: 

Phone:  (02) 6285 4960 or 1800 338061 
Fax:  (02) 6162 4094 
E-mail:  postgrad@sarrah.org.au 
 

Glossary of Terms and Acronyms 

 

AHPRA Australian Health Practitioners Regulation Agency. 

ASGC-RA Australian Standard Geographical Classification- Remoteness Structure. 

Clinical Service Direct client/patient contact providing direct treatment, intervention or 
assistance, assessment, client management and education across the health 
care system. 
 

Deferment Where Scholarship recipient delays commencement of their study program 
and the scholarship payments. 

DoH Commonwealth, Department of Health. 

Entry Level A program of study at the undergraduate or postgraduate level that leads to 
an entry into an Allied Health Profession. 

FTE  Full Time Equivalent study.   

mailto:postgrad@sarrah.org.au
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NAHSSS Nursing and Allied Health Scholarship and Support Scheme. 

SARRAH Services for Australian Rural and Remote Allied Health. The Scholarship 
Administrator. 

Scholar A recipient of a NAHSSS Scholarship. 

Termination SARRAH’s decision to end the NAHSSS Scholar’s scholarship payments 
before the completion of study. 

Tertiary 
Institution  

An Australian Institution that confers a recognised postgraduate 
qualification, usually a University.   

Withdrawal When a NAHSSS Scholar chooses to cease their scholarship before 
completing the course of study or activity. 

 

 


